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14 training sites, three buildings
included in $23 million project

By SANDY RIEBELING
Staff writer
sandyr@htimes.com

The ground breaking ceremony for the
FBI’s new Hazardous Devices School
began with the chaplain thanking God for
the “holy water raining down...” and did it
ever. 

Dignitaries, honored guests, soldiers
and civilians crowded under tents in the
pouring rain to attend the ceremony Oct.
28 at the 295-acre construction site on the
south end of Redstone Arsenal. 

It was obvious by mounds of overturned
dirt and boulders jutting out of the muddy
field just beyond the tents that the $23 mil-
lion project was already under way. But the
magnitude and importance of such a proj-
ect made the gathering appropriate.

U.S. Rep. Bud Cramer of Hunstville
told the crowd of about 100 that Congress
had been waiting for a time to fund a facil-
ity like the new Hazardous Devices School
now being constructed.

“It took Sept. 11 to wake us up and say
that we can waste no more time,” Cramer
said. “By November 2001 the Army and
FBI announced plans for advancing this
world-class facility.” 

This program has benefited bomb tech-
nicians across the country, he continued,
summing up the reality that now faces
Americans like no other time in history.
The school will train bomb technicians on
how to protect this nation in today’s unsafe
world.  “It is important to the country and 

See Facility on page 6

Bomb school construction clock ticking

Photo by Sandy Riebeling
SPECIAL GUEST— After the traditional shoveling of dirt by dignitaries at the
ground breaking for the new FBI Hazardous Devices School Oct. 28, all eyes
focused on a specially outfitted remote controlled robot that eased up to the mound
and turned a bit of dirt itself, highlighting the crucial link between bomb technicians
and the growing use of robotics in the field. Watching from left are Col. David
Hafele, commander, Ordnance Munitions and Electronics Maintenance School; Tod
Hildebrand, deputy assistant director for Lab Division, FBI; U.S. Rep. Bud Cramer
of Huntsville; Maj. Gen. Larry Dodgen, commander of Aviation and Missile Com-
mand and Redstone; and Locke McKnight, president of GSC Construction.

Direct process for requests
begins at Tactical Missiles
By SKIP VAUGHN
Rocket editor
skip.vaughn@redstone.army.mil

The Army knows personnel actions
sometimes take too long.

And that’s the idea behind a test project
under way for some segments of the civil-
ian work force throughout the Army. The
Request for Personnel Action Direct Test
began Nov. 4 for members of the Program
Executive Office for Tactical Missiles.

“It’s a team effort between the PEO Tac-
tical Missiles, the AMCOM CPAC (Civil-

ian Personnel Advisory Center) and the
South Central CPOC (Civilian Personnel
Operations Center),” said Faith Downes, a
personnel management specialist in the
Civilian Personnel Advisory Center.

Under this test, managers will get initial
input from the advisory center in the cre-
ation of a request for personnel action and
then send their request directly to the oper-
ations center. The advisory center won’t
serve as a go-between in this method.

“They’re looking at it to see if the pro-
cessing time is cutback by doing all the
advisory services upfront,” Downes said.
“And then it frees up the CPAC to do hope-
fully other advisory services with the
organization.”

‘We’re excited about giving
this a try and we’ll certainly
do everything we can to
make it work.’

— Beth Wise
PEO Tactical Missiles

Part of this test is called Gatekeeper,
several online checklists developed to help
managers in filling job positions. “It’s a
tool used so that management will be
reminded to fill out all information
required (on a request for personnel
action),” Janice Hunt, lead personnel man-
agement specialist, said.

See Actions on page 7

Test project promotes faster civilian personnel actions
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The Redstone Rocket is published weekly on
Wednesday. The publisher will receive editorial content
for publication in The Redstone Rocket through the
Public Affairs Office, Army Aviation and Missile Com-
mand, Bldg. 5300 Room 5144, Redstone Arsenal AL
35898.

The civilian enterprise printer of the Redstone Rock-
et is The Huntsville Times, located at 2317 S. Memori-
al Parkway, Huntsville AL 35801.

The deadline for display and commercial classified is
5 p.m. Friday before Wednesday publication.

R e d s t o n e  R o c k e tR e d s t o n e  R o c k e t
Editorial office 876-1500   Editorial fax 955-9138      Retail Advertising 532-4539    Classified Advertising 532-4300    Fax 532-4349

The Redstone Rocket is published in the
interest of the personnel at Redstone Arsenal,
by The Huntsville Times a private firm in
no way connected with the Department of
the Army. Opinions expressed by writers
herein are their own and are not to be con-
sidered an expression by the Department of
the Army. The appearance of advertisements
in this publication, to include inserts and sup-
plements, does not constitute an endorse-
ment by the Department of the Army of the
products or services advertised within this
publication. 

The Redstone Rocket is distributed free of
cost to Army personnel at Redstone Arsenal, and

Research Park, Huntsville. Mailing rates off post
for The Rocket are $30 per year, tax included.
We do not guarantee timely delivery. "Third class
mail may receive deferred service. The Postal
Service does not guarantee the delivery of third
class mail within a specified time." (Article 630 of
the Domestic Mail Manual) We do not send sub-
scription renewal notices.

Everything advertised in this publication must
be made available for purchase, use or patron-
age without regard to race, color, creed, sex or
national origin of the purchaser, user or patron. A
confirmed violation or rejection of this policy of
equal opportunity by an advertiser will result in
refusal to print advertising from that source.

Rocket Staff
Public Affairs Officer:  Al Schwartz
Editor: Skip Vaughn
Reporters: Sandy Riebeling

Kelley Lane
Spec. Evan Morrow

Copy Editor: Scott Seeley
Advertising Sales: Aletha Pardue

Petie Sims

email: redstone-rocket@redstone.army.mil
Rocket articles are available online at the following:

http://www.redstone.army.mil/pub_affairs/

Letters to the editor

On March 22, 2000, my family and I rented the
Rustic Lodge for Sept. 30, 2000 in order to give
a surprise birthday party for our mom. We paid a

non-refundable $25 deposit, which was fair, and by
Aug. 9, we had paid the total rental fee. The total fee,
minus the $25 deposit, was to be refunded in full, if we
canceled within seven days of the event. We had the
party with no problem whatsoever and we were very
pleased.

We all enjoyed it so much that when our sister started
planning her wedding for November, the Rustic Lodge
was the first place she thought of to have her wedding and
the reception. On July 29, she gave the lady a check for
$225, which was half the rental fee for the two days need-
ed to hold the wedding and the reception. As will some-
times happen, something came up and she had to change
her plans and cancel the reservation at the lodge. This was
the middle of August, which was months away from the
date of the rental. This gave them plenty of time to rent
the lodge again for those two dates. When she called to
cancel, she was told to fax a signed release and was told
she would not get any of her money back. This seemed
unfair to us, since the lodge will end up collecting double
rent for those two days. It is understandable that they
would want to charge some kind of handling fee, but to
charge the full amount is unreasonable. Needless to say,
our family will think twice before we ever do business
with the lodge again. We will certainly let everyone know
of the unfair business practices of the Rustic Lodge.
Again, I think that not returning all or at least part of the
rental fee was not fair since she canceled in plenty of time. 

Sandra Linthicum
Small Business Administration
Editor’s note: The Garrison provided the following

response. “The Rustic Lodge rental procedures are
detailed in Standard Operating Procedures 5-2-20 and
are synopsized on the face of the Rustic Lodge Reserva-
tion and Contract form. The Rustic Lodge SOPs are in
consonance with the standard business practices for
hall rentals in the area. The writer of this letter was
provided a copy of the SOP as part of the oral briefing 

See Lodge on page 3

Customer lodges
complaint about fee

The Civilian Welfare Fund Council is hosting the
exciting Rustic Lodge Open House on Nov. 21.
Christmas time is coming and shopping for gifts

couldn’t be easier. There is no admission fee and there
will be free food, refreshments and entertainment to
enjoy. A Beanie Baby woodland animal will be given to
the first 100 people to attend.  There will be exciting
door prizes from local companies as well as from some
of the vendors. You must be present to win the door
prizes that will be given away throughout the day.  

To add to the festivities, Ted Cannon of the Music
Machine will provide DJ entertainment. This is Mr.
Cannon’s third year for this event and he is quite an
entertainer, so you don’t want to miss this one.

This year’s CWFC event will be a shopper’s extrava-
ganza. We have booth reservations from representatives of
Alabama Balloon Company, Angela’s Bakery, Avon, Books
Are Fun, Creative Memories, Discovery Toys, Gold Crown
Candles, Home Interiors, Joeille Jewelry, Mary Kay Cos-
metics, Pampered Chef, Poor Woman’s Paradise, Princess
House, Scrap-in-a Snap, Southern Living at Home, Week-
ender’s Fashions and the Sparkman Cafeteria with several
more prospective companies checking their calendars. 

Booths are still available for rental. If you know of
someone who is interested in being a vendor for this
event, please have them call Pat Cross at 955-9640 or
Valerie Carey at 955-6739 at the Rustic Lodge, or your
representative for the Civilian Welfare Fund Council.
Booth rental is $25 for one table, $45 for two.  

Pat Cross

Open house promises
shopper’s extravaganza

We would like to congratulate the under-8 coed
soccer teams for a job well done. The City of
Huntsville Recreation Service had a postsea-

son soccer tournament Oct. 28-30. Redstone Arsenal
had three teams represented in this tournament: RSA-
Mike, RSA-Fernandez and RSA-Smith. We gave them a
run for it. Good job, kids; and thanks to all the coaches.

LaShanda Howard
soccer mom

On Veterans Day, we pay tribute to the American
men and women who have served in our
nation’s armed forces. Through their sacrifices,

they have purchased for us the privileges of freedom,
democracy and unmatched opportunity that we enjoy in
the United States today, and they have set the condi-
tions for the United States’ place as global leader, with
the world’s strongest economy, and the most respected
and feared military in the world.

As we celebrate the contributions of our veterans,
we also take this opportunity to salute and to honor
you, the soldiers serving in the Army today. Your deter-
mination and your readiness to go where you are need-
ed whenever you are called are potent symbols of liber-
ty, justice and hope for freedom-loving people the
world over.

Today, soldiers build upon the 227-year legacy
established by veterans who have gone before. From
the first battle of the American Revolution to our ongo-
ing war against terrorism, in conflicts around the globe
and in the humanitarian missions at home and abroad
that have saved countless lives, soldiers have provided

the sword and shield that protects our nation. And they
are doing so today — over 190,000 soldiers deployed
and forward stationed in 120 countries around the
world.

Each day you serve, you voluntarily forego comfort
and wealth, willingly facing hardships and deployments
away from family and loved ones. Sometimes you con-
front danger and face death in defending the nation’s
security. To all of you on point for the nation, whether
far from home or here in the United States, thank you
for your contributions and your countless sacrifices. It
is an honor to serve with you.

And so on Nov. 11, a day of reflection and tribute,
we salute you, and we pledge to you our tireless efforts
to ensure that the Army remains the world’s preeminent
warfighting land force – the most esteemed institution
in the nation, and the most respected army in the world. 

Thomas E. White
secretary of the Army;
Gen. Eric Shinseki
Army chief of staff

Congrats to youth
soccer teams

Veterans Day salute from Army leaders

Photo by LaShanda Howard
KICKING BACK— Members of Redstone Arsenal
Jerry Mike’s team, the Green Lightning, participate in
preseason practice. From left are Jarvon Pope,
Quenten Howard, Jordan Lake, Jeffrey Perkins,
Christopher Hudson, Emily Worley and Nicholas
Crewse. 

What does Veterans Day mean to you?
That’s the Rocket rumblings question for this month.

Send your response – in 50 words or less – to the Red-
stone Rocket at the following electronic-mail address:
skip.vaughn@redstone.army.mil; or via fax at 955-9138. 

Rocket rumblings:
Veterans Day and you
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Many workers dress up
for annual festivities 

By SKIP VAUGHN
Rocket editor
skip.vaughn@redstone.army.mil

It must be a sister thing.
A trio of Army Community Service

workers dressed up for Halloween as
characters from the “Divine Secrets of the
Ya-Ya Sisterhood” movie. Kristi Foster
was “Sister Moonglow Over Golden
River,” Ann Owens was “Sister Swaying
Tree in Violet Field,” and Natalie Taylor
was “Sister Laughing Wind Sweeping
Blue Clouds.”

Meanwhile at the Sparkman Center,
many computer types at the Directorate of
Information Management’s help desk
also celebrated the day.

And youngsters at the Child Develop-
ment Center did the “YMCA” and
“Hokey Pokey” during their annual Hal-
loween parade.

Halloween brings out witches, vampires and dancing angels

Photo by Skip Vaughn

YA-YA SISTERS— From left are Natalie Taylor, Ann Owens and Kristi Foster of Army Community Service.

Photo by Skip Vaughn
WAR EAGLE— Nanette Burt (Auburn fan) is joined by Charlotte Sharpe (choir
girl) and Randall Cain (nerd) in second row; and in back row, from left, Tony Horn-
buckle (baseball player), Alan Humphrey (Indian), Darren Waldrep (farmer) and
Butch Greene (old man).

Photo by Skip Vaughn
WITCHES CREW— Members of the computer help desk include, kneeling from
left, Pat Clark (witch), Kim Kelley (scarecrow), Kym Brown (witch) and Cindy
Easter (witch); standing from left, Bryan Horton (Dracula), Cheryl McKune (witch)
and Casey Underwood (cowboy).

HH alloweenalloween
FFestivitiesestivities
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Photo by Skip Vaughn
LITTLE ANGEL— Lauryn Wolfe weaves a magic spell during the Halloween
parade at Child Development Center.

Photo by Skip Vaughn
BUZZING AROUND— Preschool teacher Marci Hoskowicz (bumblebee) dances
with her swarm at the Halloween parade. 

Photo by Skip Vaughn

CHEERS— From left are Jamie Conner (pink lady), Melissa Faulkner (T Bird) and
Lisa McAdams (pink lady).

Photo by Skip Vaughn
MAN IN BLACK— Supply specialist Mike Thompson of the Integrated Materiel
Management Center dresses for the occasion. “Not the reaper, this is just a stan-
dard ghost,” he says. 
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